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LATONIA BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
 CONSTITUTION 
 
 Preamble 
 
In order to preserve and secure the principles of our faith, to govern ourselves in an orderly 
manner, to preserve the liberties inherent in each individual member of this church, and to assert 
our freedom of action with respect to our relation to other churches of like faith, we do now 
declare and establish this constitution. 
 
I. Name 
 

This body shall be known as the Latonia Baptist Church of Covington, Kentucky 
 
II. Statement of Basic Beliefs 
 

A.  The Scriptures 
 

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is the record of  God's  
revelation.  It is the only sufficient, certain, and authoritative written rule of all saving 

 knowledge, faith, and obedience.  The criterion by which the Bible is to be interpreted is 
 Jesus Christ. 
 

B.  God 
 

There is one and only one living and true God.  To Him we owe the highest love, 
 reverence, and obedience.  The eternal God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and 
 Holy Spirit. 
 

C.  Man 
 

The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in His own 
 image, in that Christ died for man; therefore, every man possesses dignity and is worthy 
 of respect and Christian love.  In the beginning, man was innocent of sin and was 
 endowed by His Creator with freedom of choice.  By his free choice man rebelled against 
 God and brought sin into the human race. 
 

D.  Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the only mediator of God and man.  He perfectly fulfilled 
the law, died upon the cross, was buried, and rose again for the salvation of mankind.  He 
ascended to the Father at whose right hand he ever lives to make intercession for His 
people. 
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E.  Salvation 
 

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man and is offered freely to all who  
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.  It begins with a genuine turning from sin 

 toward God (Repentance) and is the beginning of a new life wrought by the inner 
 working of the Holy Spirit (Regeneration).  Growth toward spiritual maturity, through the 
 presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the believer, should continue through 
 the Christian life (Sanctification). 

 
 
F. FAITH 

 
Faith is the firm belief that God, as revealed in Scripture and through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, has redeemed us through Christ Himself for all eternity, and that this saving grace 
brings forth in the redeemed the fruits of a new life. 

 
G.  The Church 

 
The Church is the people of God in Jesus Christ to whom have been given the 
responsibility of witnessing for Christ as Saviour and Lord; ministering in the spirit of 
His love, proclaiming the Gospel, and providing the learning context in which Christian 
disciples can grow toward maturity. 

 
H.  BAPTISM 

 
Baptism is an ordinance in which a believer is immersed in water in the name of the 

 Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  This ordinance, while not an instrument of 
 Salvation, signifies one's partaking of the death and resurrection of Christ and the 
 commencement of a new life. 

 
I.  The Lord's Supper 

 
The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of dedication and obedience whereby disciples of 

 Jesus Christ through partaking of the bread and the cup, give thanks for God's love 
 revealed in the cross of Christ, for God's continuing presence with His people, and for the 
 hope of Christ's coming again. 
 

J.  The Lord's Day 
 

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day.  It is a Christian institution which 
 commemorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should be employed in rest, 
 and in exercises of worship and spiritual devotion. 

 
  
 



 3 

K.  Religious Liberty 
 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from commandments of men 
 which are contrary to His will.  Church and state should be separate.  The state owes to 
every church protection and full freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends.  In providing 
for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state 
more than others.  A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal, and this implies the 
right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men.  However, civil 
government is ordained of God, and it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience 
thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. 
 
L.  The Resurrection and Judgement 
 
Jesus Christ will some day personally return to the earth.  At this time the dead will be 
raised, and Christ will judge all men.  The unrighteous shall be sent to Hell, a place of 
everlasting punishment; the righteous shall dwell forever with their Lord in Heaven. 

 
III. Church Covenant 
 

Through Divine grace and the Saviourship of Jesus Christ we declare ourselves to be the 
children of God.  By baptism we have claimed membership in His Church, and we 
commit  ourselves to its total welfare.  The bond of Christ has made us as brothers and 
sisters, and we determine to accept one another as unique persons of infinite worth, never 
to be degraded through application of artificial standards relating to ethnic origin, social 
station, or economic attainment.  We pledge our mutual fellowship and good will at all 
times, and our prayers and material assistance in days of adversity and need.  We commit 
ourselves to the ministry of this Church, to missions and evangelism everywhere, and to 
works which prove our faith.  We address ourselves to the needs of humanity insofar  
as we can relieve them, carrying the compassion of the Lord Jesus to our fellowmen even 
as we bear forth the blessed Gospel, without thought of recompense or gratitude. 

 
To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and Majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and forever.  AMEN. 

 
IV. Polity and Doctrine 
 

This church accepts the Scriptures as its sole authority on doctrine, and in matters of 
faith and practice. 

 
The government of this church shall be vested solely in the body of believers who 
compose it as an autonomous group.  It shall be subject to the control of no other 
ecclesiastical body. 
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The church may establish the various auxiliaries, organizations, and committees,  
as it may deem just and proper. 

 
Every member of the church who holds an office in any phase of church life and 
activity shall be responsible to the church and will hold the office only by the will 
of the church. 

 
As far as may be consistent with the principles and teaching of the Bible, this  
church shall cooperate with and have representation in the denominational causes  
sponsored by Southern Baptists including the Southern Baptist Convention, state  
convention, and local association.  Messengers as may be allowed this church at  
any such convention, meeting, or council shall be elected by the church at any of  
the regular meetings of the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


